A NEW Good News HWA 0753!

by Herbert W. Armstrong JULY, 1953

HERE is a new GOOD NEWS! With this issue, the GOOD NEWS be​comes exclusively the official publication of God's True Church in these closing days of this world.

With this issue a new policy is adopted. The Good News will hereafter be sent only to those recognized as MEMBERS of the true Church of God those in whom we can see evidence, by the fruits borne, that GOD has added them to His Church. It is a holy Church which no man can "join." We are in​ducted into it by God, thru receiving, and being led by, the Holy Spirit.

The PLAIN TRUTH to the World

The Plain Truth now becomes, as it was from its first issue in Feb​ruary, 1934, the general evangelistic magazine of this Church, sent freely to all who request it for themselves. It is edited for the public-for the world, as many as request it for themselves. But of course it is edited, too, for God's own children, and so you will, of course, con​tinue to receive The Plain Truth each month, in addition, now, to The Good News.

In other words, you whom God has made members of the true Body of Christ will hereafter receive both mag​azines every month, instead of only one as formerly. But radio listeners will be told, henceforth, only about The Plain Truth, and only The Plain Truth will be mailed to them, unless we have evi​dence that God has added them to that consecrated, obedient, faithful inner circle who have been baptized by the Holy Spirit into the one Body of Christ, the true Church of God.

ONLY for Active MEMBERS

We ask you to help us keep The Good News exclusively a paper for real mem​bers only. Do not give or loan a copy to anybody, whether friends or relatives. If they have been made members of the true begotten family of God, they will be on the list and receive their own copy each month. If not, we ask you not to pass it on to them. The Plain Truth is the magazine we send freely, and without charge, to all who request it. But in The Good News we wish to be free to say things to you, as our inner family of God's children, which we can​not say to the world. We wish to be free to feed you, thru the columns of The Good News, the truly "strong meat" of spiritual food which might choke the carnal minded or prove a stumbling block to the unconverted, and those not wholly yielded to OBEDIENCE to God.

The Good News, hereafter, is the medium in print thru which God's truly called ministers FEED THE FLOCK. The Plain Truth, as it started out originally, becomes the medium thru which God's called ministers publish the Gospel of the Kingdom of God TO ALL THE

WORLD.

For the time being The Plain Truth will continue to be a 16-page magazine. For the present we shall be able to print only 8 pages each issue of The Good News. As God makes possible, thru the tithes and offerings of His peo​ple, we hope to enlarge The Good

News to 16 pages, and we also hope some of these days to enlarge The Plain Truth to 32 pages, well illustrated. All this costs money, and we shall do what​ever God makes possible thru our Co​Workers.

God Adds Daily to Church

Let us be glad and rejoice in the fact that there are many loyal Co-Workers who are not, as yet, so far as we are able to know, actually members of God's own begotten family. They have progressed far enough in the Truth to recognize it, and want to have a part in spreading it-but perhaps have not, as yet, let it take full root in their own lives. Month by month, however, - hundreds every year-more and more of these do come to full repentance to​ward God, and surrender fully to Him, accepting Jesus Christ as personal Sav​iour and as their LORD AND MASTER and HEAD. And so, brethren, I call on you in Jesus' name to PRAY for all these, that God will convict them, and thru His Spirit draw them to Jesus Christ, grant them repentance, and bring them into this glorious family of God to become our brothers and sisters in Christ.

As this initial issue of the NEW Good News goes to press, it finds me very tired from the stress and strain of over​work. I carry a very heavy load of re​sponsibility. I presume you understand it still is necessary for me to carry sev​eral different jobs, each of which is a heavy full time job-that of Editor of these Two national monthly magazines (tho I now have wonderful help) ; as God's minister by radio to 30 million people in all parts of North America and Europe with a broadcast daily, seven days a week (except for this summer for rest and recuperation which became imperative) ; as Pastor general of all our Churches, now increasing rapidly; as President of Ambassador college, and also president of The Radio Church of God-a business-executive responsibili​ty that should have my entire time; as head and professor of our Graduate School of Theology, responsible for di​recting the studies of, and teaching, in advanced study and experience, our own ordained ministers and college gradu​ates; as professor of religion and theolo​gy, and head of the department on the faculty of the undergraduate school of Ambassador College. And besides all this, thousands look to me as their per​sonal pastor, come to me for private interviews or write private and confi​dential letters about their personal prob​lems, looking to me for personal coun​sel and advice. I find I have to carry the troubles and the problems of hun​dreds of people-a weight that would weigh down any strong man under the load!

Much More Later

Frankly, one man alone is simply not able to do justice to all this, and I can only confess that I have never found myself able to aquit myself as I know I ought, and as I so earnestly desire to do. For one thing, hundreds of letters have simply had to be neglected, hard as I try to get to them.

This summer I MUST rest and fast, and rejuvenate my blood stream, and again recharge these frayed and frought over-worked nerve batteries, so that by next fall I may come back fresh and strong, attempting once again to set you all an example in zeal, and in con​centrated, earnest, determined effort to give this, God's work, our very ALL! And meantime, I NEED YOUR PRAYERS! Oh, how I need them!

What I wanted to say is, I have MANY things to say to you, but I am too tired now. I shall have MUCH to say to you, our own dear brethren-actual begotten BROTHERS and SISTERS in Christ and in God-in future numbers. Meanwhile, read, and then re-read, and then read it over again-AND PRAYER​FULLY-the amazing article by Herman L. Hoeh in this issue on the REAL HIS​TORY of OUR CHURCH. Yes, read it and REJOICE in the knowledge that we are the ORIGINAL TRUE CHURCH which has continued unbroken from Christ and the apostles-the CHURCH WHICH JESUS IS BUILDING!

Read it, and pray, and THANK GOD -asking Him to fill you with the POW​ER of His Spirit-to fill you with ZEAL and ENTHUSIASM for His work; and get BEHIND this true work of God with your prayers, your tithes and generous offerings, and with your FAITH, as you never did before.

TIME ... races on!
